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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 126 


University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia 
April 4, 1882 


My dear Dr. Le Conte: - 


After considerable delay I finally obtained the report upon the horse-power consumed by 
the engines during the lists made at the Mint. But the results were absurd; and two or three large 
errors were discernible at once in the data and in the calculation. I therefore called upon Mr. 
Porter the builder of the engine and stated my case. In consequence he has agreed to put the 
engine in first class order during the present week; and then on Monday next we will together 
repeat the measurements made before but with much greater accuracy so far as the indicator 
cards are concerned. Will you be good enough to give the necessary orders that Mr. Porter or his 
men may have free access to the engine so as to get it ready for the tests to be made on Monday. 


Mr. Wilkinson’s experience had been gained evidently, on low speed engines. Those of 
high speed run under entirely different conditions. 


Yours very truly, 
George F. Barker. 


